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KEY STAGE 2 EDUCATIONAL RESOURCE PACK

WARTIME 
BRIDGEND



A note for teachers:
In Spring 2017 Bridgend Town Council was awarded grant funding from the Heritage 
Lottery Fund to develop a project in Bridgend Town Centre to mark the role that 
Bridgend played in World War 2. The project includes a number of education and 
participation activities aimed at community members and schools, culminating in the 
development of a heritage walkway supported by digital resources within Bridgend 
town centre. 

The heritage walkway is a permanent marker, recording, commemorating and 
educating local residents, visitors and tourists, with regard to the role that Bridgend 
has played within World War 2. 

Bridgend played a very significant role in World War 2 and in 2017-18 Bridgend 
Town Council ran a year long heritage project to remember and collect some of this 
heritage. The project, called Wartime Bridgend, specifically focused on 4 aspects of 
local heritage:

 

THE ROYAL ORDNANCE FACTORY
Located at both Brackla and Waterton      

ISLAND FARM
A former prisoner of war camp

RAF STORMY DOWN
A war-time airfield

HMS URGE 
A submarine paid for  

by the people of Bridgend

The Wartime Bridgend learning pack is designed to accompany rather than 
replace existing schemes of work covering aspects of World War 2 at KS2. The 
learning pack does not seek to explain the causes, main events or consequences of 
World War 2 but rather to provide a relevant local context to these studies and 
raise awareness of the significant contribution Bridgend made to the war effort. 
 
Activities and information contained within the learning pack are designed to be 
modified and differentiated to suit your pupils and may be further supported by 
other Wartime Bridgend resources such as the project website and Heritage 
Walkway in Bridgend town centre.

The learning pack has been written by Molly-May Cook, history student at 
Bryntirion Comprehensive with her history teacher Mr Andrew Shell. 

For more information about Wartime Bridgend please visit the website which 
has a number of links and resources for you to use www.wartimebridgend.com. 
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Total War
While the Second World War is famous for British soldiers fighting 
abroad in countries like France, the war did not just involve soldiers, 
sailors and airmen. People left at home in Bridgend had an important 
part to play and were greatly affected by the conflict. This was called 
‘total war’. So what impact did the war have on ordinary people back 
in Bridgend?

The Germans tried to cut off supplies of food and other 
goods by sinking the ships that brought the supplies to Britain. 
So, in 1940, the government introduced rationing. This meant 
that every person was entitled to a fixed weekly amount of 
fuel, clothing and some types of food. The government also 
encouraged people to grow their own food in their back 
gardens or allotments. The slogan for this campaign was ‘Dig 
for Victory’.

When the war began, everyone expected to be bombed from the air – so they 
prepared for it. Many people in Bridgend built Anderson shelters in their own back 
gardens.

In May 1940 the government urged all men aged between 17 and 65 who weren’t 
already fighting to join the ‘Home Guard’. These men worked to prepare their local 
area for attack. Many of these men were not allowed to join the army because their 
jobs were necessary to keep the country going – teachers, farmers, bankers, railway 
men. Other men were too old or had health problems. Local man Gordon Carpenter 
had been injured fighting in WWI so became part of the Bridgend Home Guard.

The government issued gas masks to civilians as a 
precaution against gas bombs.

In late 1940 German bombers began to bomb Britain’s 
major cities. This was known as ‘The Blitz’. London was 
hit the hardest but both Swansea and Cardiff were 
badly bombed too. Bridgend did not suffer a major 
bombing raid but the people lived in fear knowing the 
town was a target because of the Ammunitions factory. 
Bridgend was also dangerously close to Swansea. One 
lost German bomber actually dropped its bombs in the 
fields between Laleston and Merthyr Mawr!

Vegetables and fruit were understandably in short supply and 
many fathers subsequently used allotments to bridge the gap. 
Shops didn’t have bananas - I didn’t see my first one until a girl brought one to school 
in 1944. By the time we had all handled it, it was inedible!
Name: Howard Lewis   Age at time: 5-10 (schoolboy)

Mission 1



Air Raid Precaution (ARP) wardens had to patrol the streets at night to make sure that 
no light was visible and help out in an air raid. Most were part-time volunteers who 
worked normal jobs during the day.

People put up thick curtains to stop light escaping at night when bombers were looking 
for targets. Street lights were switched off, making the towns very dark, while windows 
were taped to prevent shattered glass from injuring anybody if a bomb exploded 
nearby.

The government was worried that large British cities would be targets for German 
bombings. Therefore schoolchildren (and teachers, disabled people, pregnant women 
and women with children younger than 5)) were evacuated to safer countryside 
areas. Bridgend was a small town but did not receive many evacuees due to its being a 
potential target. The countryside villages surrounding the town were ideal however.

1. Rank these impacts to people’s lives in order of how big of a change they 
were. Try to explain which ones would have been the biggest changes in 
Bridgend rather than in a big city like Swansea.

2. Use the internet to research images or illustrate them yourself to create a 
picture of your street during total war. Label and explain what is different 
to today.

3. How would your classroom have prepared for total war? Create a plan of 
what you would have to do. Some things to consider:

•  Tape on windows

• Growing vegetables

• ARP

•  Curtains and lights

•  Shelters

If you feel really ambitious, perhaps some of these things could be done for real!

Tasks

ARP cigarette card book 
and glasses

ARP whistle and  
lapel badge

ARP bellHand Crank Air  
Raid Siren

• Was ‘Total War’ Bridgend’s greatest contribution to the Second World War?

• Give ‘Total War’ a score out of ten for how important you think it was. 



Royal Ordnance 
Factory Bridgend

Britain was organised like never before 
during the Second World War. The 
government had the power to move people 
to any job they felt necessary to help win the 
war. Millions of women worked in weapons 
factories, on farms, and in army, navy and air 
force bases. Single women were forced to 
work but married women weren’t. However, 
many decided to work anyway, as well as 
looking after their families. ROF Bridgend, 

a huge ammunition factory, was actually the biggest factory in the 
whole country.

Bridgend was chosen for three main reasons:

• It was far away from the areas most vulnerable to enemy bombing in south and 
east England

• Bridgend had lots of unemployed people ready for work at the time

• Bridgend was close to three major ports (Cardiff, Swansea, Barry), and close to 
the massive south Wales coalfield to supply power, and to Port Talbot to supply 
steel

In April 1936, 900 acres of land in Waterton were 
purchased. The site chosen was farmland next to the Great 
Western Railway South Wales Main Line. Located on what 
was a marshland, a local legend says that the area was 
covered in a fog which protected it from bombing. More 
land was purchased in Brackla, leading to the development 
of ROF 53.

In all, ROF Bridgend consisted of over 1,000 buildings, serviced by 60 miles of roads. 
There were magazine tunnels running underground, it was a huge complex! By 1940, 
there were over 32,000 people working at the factory, the largest factory in the 
country. Nearly half of the ammunition was for the Royal Navy, including munitions 
for light guns, smoke, signals and heavy shells. The Army received medium rounds, 
demolition charges, smoke, mortar rounds, rockets and grenades. The Royal air force 
also took delivery of bombs and detonators.

ROF Bridgend stopped production in 1945 
because the war had been won. Many of 
the buildings were bulldozed and the site 
is now Bridgend Industrial Estate. The 
administration buildings are now the South 
Wales Police headquarters.

’She worked in ROF Bridgend, 
travelling from Neath. She was Welsh 
speaking and her brothers were 
photographers. Her hair turned 
yellow due to her work.’
Name: Sadie Evans   Age at time: 20(s) years

ROF Bridgend Ammunition crates
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Quality
Metal – women’s work better  
than men’s

Bullet Making – women’s work equal to 
men’s

Shell making – women’s work worse 
than men’s

Quantity
Metal – women’s production equal to 
men’s

Bullet making – women’s production 
greater than men’s

Shell making – women’s production 
behind men’s

Source: Comparison of quality and output of men and women

1. Some people say that the women who worked in ROF Bridgend were 
a big reason for Britain winning the war. What evidence is there in the 
information to support this idea?

2. Before WW2 many women were not treated equally in work. People did 
not think women worked as well as men. How did the women in Bridgend 
help to change people’s minds? Use the Source to help you.

3. Use the four propaganda posters used to persuade women to go work in 
factories like ROF Bridgend to complete the table about how effective they 
were.

4. Design your own propaganda poster encouraging women from Bridgend to 
work in ROF Bridgend. Don’t copy the four you have been shown!

Tasks

• Was ROF Bridgend Bridgend’s greatest contribution to the Second World War?

• Give ROF Bridgend a score out of ten for how important you think it was. 

Propaganda Poster

What is the message?   What details give it away?
Would it persuade you to work?



HMS Urge
Britain was suffering what is known as an economic depression before 
the Second World War, meaning the country had very little money. In 
fact Britain had tried to avoid war with Germany because it did not 
feel it was ready! Therefore when the war started, the government 
had to ask its people for money to help. This started the remarkable 
story of how the small Welsh community of Bridgend exceeded all 
expectations by giving Britain a submarine, the HMS Urge.

During World War II there was a national drive for war bonds across the country. As 
part of these ‘Warship Weeks’ Bridgend and the county raised enough money to adopt 
several submarines– Across Britain £955 million was raised during Warship Week of 
1941, of which Bridgend collected about £300,000, the equivalent of £10m-12m today! 
The people staged a number of successful dinner-dances and fun-runs. The most famous 
of these were the H.M.S. Urge, the H.M.S Tudor, H.MS. Quannet paid for by the Ogmore 
Valley and the H.M.S. Mallow paid for by Maesteg. 

The H.M.S. Urge had a very successful career, its 
captain hailed as one of the top 10 in the navy, 
but in 1942 the submarine set off from Malta 
for Alexandria and was never heard from again. 
Several theories exists which offer explanations 
of what happened to the HMS Urge but none 
have been proven.

Throughout her year in service, the HMS Urge had continued to receive parcels of food 
and gifts from the people of Bridgend who were very proud of their submarine. Letters 
written by the crew describe how grateful they were for the passion with which 
Bridgend had adopted their boat, and how it constantly reminded them - in the most 
difficult and frightening situations - of just who exactly they were fighting for. Had she 
not been sunk in April 1942, the crew were looking forward to paying their thanks in a 
parade through Bridgend at the end of her tour of duty.

He won numerous medals, the Arctic Star, 1939-45 medal, France and Germany, At-
lantic, Italian Star and possibly Africa Star. He served on HMS Penelope, HMS Erebus 
(D-Day) and HMS Alynbank. He kept his ditty box, passed down by his father who had 
fought in WWI. During the invasion of Norway while serving on HMS Penelope he took a 
Luger after capturing a German hospital ship, but it was seized by an officer.
His battles included the Battle of Cape Spartivento and Battle of Walcheren. He served 
on HMS Boxer at the end of the war.
Name: Sadie Evans   Age at time: 20(s) years
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1. Use the internet to research the actions we know HMS Urge carried out 
in the Mediterranean. Different pupils could research different actions. 
Plot your research onto a display board map charting where HMS Urge 
travelled and where it may have been sunk.

2. Use the information provided about HMS Urge to do an accurate scaled 
diagram of the submarine on graph paper.

3. Commemorate the submarine by holding your own ‘Warship Week’ in the 
classroom. Instead of money, groups of pupils must collaborate to donate 
the parts needed to create their own model of HMS Urge. The features of 
these models must eventually be explained in class presentations and, if 
more ambitious, tested in water to see which would be the most effective 
design.

Tasks

• Was ‘HMS Urge’ Bridgend’s greatest contribution to the Second World War?

• Give ‘HMS Urge’ a score out of ten for how important you think it was. 

DISPLACEMENT: • Surfaced – 540 tons standard,  630 tons full load• Submerged – 730 tons
LENGTH: 58.22 m (191 ft)BEAM:

4.90 m (16 ft 1 in)DRAUGHT: 4.62 m (15 ft 2 in)PROPULSION: • 2 shaft diesel-electric• 2 Paxman Ricardo diesel generators + electric motors• 615 / 825 hpSPEED:
• 11.25 knots (20.8 km/h) max surfaced• 10 knots (19 km/h) max submergedCOMPLEMENT: 27–31ARMAMENT: • 4 bow internal 21 inch (533 mm) torpedo tubes, 2 external• 10 torpedoes• 1 – 3-inch (76 mm) gun

HMS URGE



RAF Stormy Down
In 1940 Britain stood alone against Germany without any powerful 
allies. The only thing stopping Hitler sending his forces across the 
English Channel to invade was the Royal Air Force, which had to try 
to defend their country with a small number of fighter planes. This 
famous ‘Battle of Britain’ was helped by Bridgend which had a small 
RAF base of its own, RAF Stormy Down.

The Royal Air Force aerodrome 
on Stormy Down served a very 
important role in the training of air 
crews during the Second World War. 
By modern standards the airfield 
was tiny, as well as grassy! The 
longest landing run was just 1010 
yards. Nevertheless, more than 
7,000 Air Gunners were trained 
there on courses, lasting from three 
to seven weeks. Air Observers and 
Flight Engineers also trained at 
Stormy Down. 

In total more than 10,000 aircrew passed through the school. It is estimated that at 
least 10 percent of them did not survive the war, while 53 aircrew were lost while 
based at Stormy Down itself - from Britain, Canada, New Zealand and Poland. 11 of 
these are buried at Nottage Cemetery in Porthcawl.

On one occasion a German plane dropped bombs on RAF Stormy Down, a local story 
adding that a pilot gave chase firing at the bomber with a handgun!

Date British Figures German Figures

8-23 August 755 213

24 August-6 September 643 243

7-30 September 846 243

Total 2244 699

Figures for aircraft lost in the Battle of Britain
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1. Why was the ‘Battle of Britain’ so close? Sort the cards into German 
advantages and British advantages to find your answer. In your opinion, who 
was more likely to win?

2. Stormy Down was not the biggest base but it played an important role. 
Which of the 3 British advantages can we attribute to bases like Stormy 
Down?

3. Look closely at the figures for aircraft lost. Are they what you expected? Do 
you feel they are all reliable? Explain why / why not.

4. After the Battle of Britain, Winston Churchill thanked his pilots by saying 
‘Never was so much owed by so many to so few’. Design a poster to thank 
the pilots of Stormy Down. Don’t forget to explain your chosen design and 
why it is so important to thank them.

’Peter and his brother were playing in the fields next to Bridgend Road near to Porthcawl and 
saw German planes flying overhead and one dropped bombs on the Stormy Down RAF base 
close to them. He also remembered seeing the glow from the Swansea Blitz illuminating the 
night sky from Sker. 

He knew somebody called Phillis Evans who married Wayne Gateswood, an American service-
man based in Porthcawl. The ’Yanks’ had been getting on the local’s nerves with their apparent 
bragging about American being ’bigger and better’. One day an American soldier pointed at 
a lobster in surprise and asked what it was. The shopkeeper replied ’It is a Welsh flea, don’t 
you have anything bigger in America? His family had a small holding in Newton which they would 
use to sell fresh vegetables.’
Name: Peter Shell   Age at time: 10-15 years old (schoolboy)

Tasks

• Was ‘RAF Stormy Down’ Bridgend’s greatest contribution to the Second World 
War?

• Give ‘RAF Stormy Down’ a score out of ten for how important you think it was. 



Card Sort

The Germans had 824 
fighter planes and 1017 
bombers in service.  
Britain only had about 600 
fighter planes. 

It took five minutes for 
German planes to cross 
the Channel from France. 
However, it took British 
planes 15 minutes to take off 
and reach the invaders after 
they were spotted.

Germany was able to train 
800 new pilots a month.  
The British trained around 
200 new pilots a month.

The British developed Radar 
technology which detected 
German planes before they 
could reach Britain and 
showed British pilots exactly 
where to find them.

The British were producing 
around 550 new planes 
each month, whereas the 
Germans were only making 
around 150 new planes each 
month.

The RAF pilots and planed 
were trained and built to 
a better standard than the 
German pilots and planes. 
There were less of the 
British but they were harder 
to shoot down.
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Island Farm
Bridgend had a final important part to play in the war effort. As the 
tide turned against Germany and Britain prepared to invade France 
on D-Day, they did so with help from their allies from North America. 
Many of these soldiers were based in Bridgend to prepare for the 
battles ahead. Once they had started to capture German prisoners, 
these men were also sent to Bridgend. This must have been a big 
surprise for a town which would have rarely had visitors before the 
war!

Island Farm Camp was originally built for women 
working at the ammunitions factory in Bridgend, 
however the women preferred to travel from home 
rather than stay in the dreary Island Farm huts, so the 
camp remained empty until 1943. At this point it was 
used by American troops who were preparing for the 
invasion of France. They would train along the sand dunes near to Porthcawl and were 
even visited in Bridgend by Supreme Allied Commander and future President Dwight D. 
Eisenhower. Several local women had relationships with these American troops and at 
least one married her boyfriend and moved to America!

Following the invasion, Island Farm became a prisoner of war camp for almost 2,000 
prisoners. The German POWs felt that the camp was quite comfortable and did not 
have the horrible experience you might expect. The first important officer prisoners 
started to arrive in November 1944  and it was these POWs who managed to stage 
the famous ‘German Great Escape’. Two tunnels were dug in the camp, but while the 
first was discovered the second tunnel was not and on the night of 11 March 1945, 70 
prisoners escaped from Hut number 9. All were recaptured- some were found within 
a few miles of the camp, others had travelled much further, to places like Southampton, 
over 150 miles away. One local story tells that a man from Bridgend was tricked by a 
prisoner into thinking their car had broken down and helped them to start it and drive 
away!

Only three weeks after the escape, on 31 March 1945, the authorities suddenly 
transferred all 1,600 POWs out of Island Farm Camp. It was then called Special 
Camp Eleven and held the most important German officers, who were awaiting trial 
at Nuremberg for their part in the war. 
There were 160 men holding the rank of 
general, admiral, or field marshal, including 
a number of Hitler’s closest advisers. The 
famous Field Marshal Von Rundstedt who 
had defeated the British at the start of the 
war was watched by local being escorted 
around Bridgend by guards.

’I remember seeing the German prison-
ers of war being marched up the road. 
Some were waving, some looked blankly 
ahead. Some wore civilian clothes. There 
were several generals and field mar-
shals, Hitler’s most trusted.’
Name: Keith McAllister   Age at time: 7 years old

Mission 5



How did Bridgend host the commanders of both 
sides in the war?
Field Marshal Gerd von Rundstedt, commander in chief of the German armies in 
the campaign against France in 1940 (because of his status, von Rundstedt received 
certain privileges at the camp, including his own private suite, consisting of a sitting 
room and bedroom).

Dwight D. Eisenhower, supreme commander of the allied forces after 1943, inspected 
American soldiers in Porthcawl and spoke to troops in Island Farm from the back of a 
Jeep.

Tasks

• Was ‘Island Farm’ Bridgend’s greatest contribution to the Second World War?

• Give ‘Island Farm’ a score out of ten for how important you think it was. 

1. Island Farm had a very detailed history which changed several times 
throughout the war. Construct an illustrated timeline to highlight the 
different roles this important site played. Add as many key names, dates 
and figures as you can!

2. The commanders of both the Allied and German armies came to Bridgend 
because of Island Farm. Which one would have been the most memorable 
for a local person to see? Write two diary entries as if you were there to 
both Eisenhower and Von Rundstedt. Try to describe your different feelings 
towards each one.

3. Complete a biography of the German soldier in Bridgend. This could be 
either historical fiction or the result of historical research.
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The Germans in Bridgend

What is my name?

Why am I in Bridgend? When did I get there?

What do I think of 
Bridgend?

     What is my story?



Bridgend’s Contribution 
to World War 2
Look back at your scores for the importance of the five different factors in 
Wartime Bridgend. 

• Which one have you ranked the highest? Can you explain your 
choice?

• Group together with the other pupils who voted the same as you. 
In what order has the class voted?

• If you are feeling ambitious, can you prepare speeches to debate 
which factor was the most important?

Total War

Royal Ordnance  
Factory Bridgend

HMS Urge

RAF Stormy Down

Island Farm

My choice

 
Class’ choice

1

2

3

4

5

10

10

10

10

10
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