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BRIDGEND TOWN COUNCIL

NEWSLETTER
Edition 2 - July 2021
Dear Resident,

Welcome to the second edition of the Bridgend 
Town Council Newsletter. We have received very 
positive feedback about our first edition in March 
and we will continue to use this newsletter to inform 
you about how the Town Council are working on 
your behalf in your community.

Thank you to everyone who completed the 
community survey, we are delighted to bring you a 
summary of the findings in this edition and provide 
updates on services that you said were important 
to you.

We would like to welcome Cllr. Martin Smidman 
(Morfa Ward) and Cllr. Michelle Blundell Humphries 
(Oldcastle Ward) to the Town Council who were 
both duly elected at the by-election on 20th May 
2021.

We would also like to welcome our new Youth 
Representatives to the Council, Dafydd Rees and 

Megan Howley and look forward to their input in 
Town Council matters.

With the easing of restrictions it is now possible to 
ask the Town Mayor Cllr. Steven Bletsoe, to support 
your events in the local community. If you would 
like the Town Mayor to attend an event you are 
organising please get in touch with the Town Clerk: 
bridgend.tc@bridgend.gov.uk 

Your Town Council

Bridgend Town Council’s 
main purpose is to serve 
the needs of the residents 
through your elected 
Councillors. 

Your Councillors are there 
for you and to represent 
your voice!

Bridgend Town Council is 
a separate organisation to 
Bridgend County Borough Council and our 
responsibilities and services are different to those 
provided by BCBC. Bridgend Town Council delivers 
a wide range of projects and services including 
allotments, dog bin collection services, floral 
displays and outdoor maintenance. We also deliver 
community events, grant funded art and heritage 
projects and military events.

 

Bridgend Town Council run Carnegie House Art 
and Heritage Centre in the middle of the town 
which forms a creative hub for the community with 
a programme of events and weekly classes. At 
present, our classes have moved online via our 
Carnegie House Facebook page and include our 
free mindfulness sessions and a Creative Textiles 
Group.

We have recently purchased the Ty’r Ardd building 
in Sunnyside, which is currently undergoing 
renovation to become the new Town Hall. This will 
house the Town Council offices and Chamber and 
provide new community spaces for local groups 
and organisations to meet.

The ethos and purpose of the Town Council is to 
deliver the best services possible for the local 
community, provide value for money and enhance 
the lives of local residents through its services.
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COMMUNITY SURVEY MARCH 2021: RESULTS
The Town Council very much appreciated all your feedback to find out what services and facilities you want us to focus on. Residents identified locations that needed attention and suggested many ideas, all of which 
were shared with Full Council on May 17th 2021. Thank you to everyone who completed the survey, here are some of the issues that you felt were most important to your community: 

83.1% of you wanted MORE tree planting and wildflower schemes  
Bridgend Town Council have identified up to 15 areas for wildflower planting 
schemes throughout the wards. Thanks to Deputy Mayor Cllr. Wood, Bridgend 
Town Council have acquired 7 Cherry Trees from the Sukara Cherry Tree 
project which will be planted in the wards. 

Events
The most popular and well attended events organised by Bridgend Town Council 
are Wartime Bridgend, Remembrance Sunday Parade and Service and Christmas 
Events. You told us that you would like more promotion of events as 25% of 
residents were unaware of them.  

Bridgend Town Council will endeavour to increase promotion of our events to our 
residents. We are currently developing a new user-friendly website to keep the 
community informed of Town Council initiatives. 

80.7% of you wanted MORE outdoor maintenance of public recreational 
areas
Our dedicated outdoor team work hard throughout the year carrying out 
maintenance within the wards and all suggestions have been passed to the team. 
The Town Council is reviewing the condition and provision of benches in 
Newbridge Fields and will provide an update in the next newsletter. The 
maintenance of our community’s recreational areas is a priority to the Town 
Council, if you have any specific issues in your area, please contact your local 
councillor.

75.4% of you wanted MORE Dog waste bin collection services
Bridgend Town Council provide dog waste bins and a regular dog bin collection 
service. During lockdown we saw an increase in demand for this service and are 
planning to install additional dog bins within the wards and will continue to closely 
monitor service requirements.

Services that do not fall under control of Bridgend Town Council
Many suggestions made on the surveys are the responsibility of Bridgend County Borough Council. We 
have sent a full copy of the survey results to BCBC for their consideration. The issues you would like 
Bridgend County Borough Council to look at are:

· Antisocial behaviour in the town  
· More leisure facilities
· De-pedestrianisation
· Better transportation

· Free parking 
· Empty dilapidated buildings
· Cleaner tidier streets· 
· More activities/ facilities for teenagers
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The Town Council very much appreciated all your feedback to find out what services and facilities you want us to focus on. Residents identified locations that needed attention and suggested many ideas, all of which 
were shared with Full Council on May 17th 2021. Thank you to everyone who completed the survey, here are some of the issues that you felt were most important to your community: 

The majority of residents wanted at least the same if not more of the following:

· Tourism initiatives

· Floral displays in the town centre 
 and wards

· Town Centre Events 

· Maintenance of the War Memorial 

· Armed Forces Day 

· Remembrance events

· Christmas Lights 

· Provision of community spaces 
 for groups to meet

· Art, Culture and language classes 

· Fitness and Wellbeing classes

· Local history and heritage activities

· Community Exhibitions 

· Provision of a Blue Plaque scheme

· Provision of community allotments

English

Welsh

117

3

Morfa

Newcastle

Oldcastle

34

47

31

Number of 
residents who 
completed the 
survey by Ward.

Most residents preferred 
English for communication, 
however we will ensure that 
Welsh copies of the 
newsletter are available in 
print and online.

· Free parking 
· Empty dilapidated buildings
· Cleaner tidier streets· 
· More activities/ facilities for teenagers
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GET IN TOUCH
Town Councillor’s details can be found on 
our website
www.bridgendtowncouncil.gov.uk/contact-us

COUNCIL STAFF

Your Town Clerk is 
Mrs Leanne Edwards

 bridgend.tc@bridgend.gov.uk 

You can also write to us at:

 Bridgend Town Council
 Carnegie House, 
 Wyndham Street, 
 Bridgend, CF31 1EF

HAVE YOUR SAY
The Town Council really want this newsletter to 
be valuable for you so please, share your 
feedback and suggestions to help us improve. 

If you have a subject matter or project in your 
community that you would the Town Council to 
get involved in, please contact our Community 
Engagement Manager, Sharlene Lewis on 
Sharlene.lewis@bridgend.gov.uk

You can also keep up-to-date with news from         
the Town Council and local matters on our          
social media pages:

       Bridgend Town Council
 Carnegie House Arts Centre
 Carnegie House
 Carnegie House

This newsletter is also available online
in Welsh at www.bridgendtowncouncil.gov.uk

 

 

IMPROVING YOUR 
LOCAL AREA
Our Outdoor Maintenance Team have had a busy 
Spring working hard within the wards, continuing to 
provide the regular dog waste collection service 
and carrying out a range of general maintenance 
work to improve your local area. 

24 Summer flower towers were installed on 27th 
May and the team will keep them fed and watered 
throughout the summer months. 

Here is our Outdoor Maintenance Team working 
hard to keep the community looking its best. 

REMEMBERING 
HMS URGE

The Town Council’s affairs are managed by an 
appointed Town Clerk who is supported by a 
Deputy Town Clerk/Responsible Finance Officer 
and a team of part-time managers, administrators 
and manual staff.

In 1941 Bridgend took part in 
the World War II National 
Warship Week, and through 
raffles, whist drives and 
dances, raised an amazing 
£300,000 and not only adopted 
the U Class submarine HMS 
Urge – but also her crew.

On 27th April 1942, HMS Urge, 
left Malta bound for Alexandria 
in Egypt. Shortly after leaving, 
with 32 crew, 11 Royal Navy 
passengers, and a journalist 
on board, she was declared 
missing. Another crew member 
had been lost on a special 
mission the previous year.

On Tuesday 27th April 2021 at 11am, the Deputy 
Mayor of Bridgend Town Council, Cllr. Tim Wood, 
observed a two-minute silence and laid a wreath at 
the War Memorial in the Town Centre to remember 
the 45 personnel who lost their lives on HMS Urge.  
The flags were lowered to half-mast as a further 
mark of respect.


