BRIDGEND TOWN COUNCIL

NEWSLETTER
Edition 1 - March 2021
Dear Resident,
A warm welcome to the first edition of the
Bridgend Town Council Newsletter.
Bridgend Town Council is your local council,
covering the wards of Morfa, Oldcastle and
Newcastle.

It delivers a wide range of services, projects and
events to meet local needs and improve the life of
the local community.
The aim of this newsletter is to keep you informed
about Town Council projects and services,
familiarise you with your local Councillors and
provide useful information about your local area.

A New Town Hall For Bridgend
Bridgend Town Council has occupied Carnegie
House - the former Public Library Building in
Wyndham Street, Bridgend, since 2013. The
ground floor is used as an Arts Centre whilst the
first floor accommodates the Council Chamber,
Committee Room and Staff Offices.
The Council has grown significantly over the past
seven years and after successful negotiations with
BCBC, Bridgend Town Council have acquired the
Ty’r Ardd building in Sunnyside for community use
and extension of public services. Over the coming
months the building will undergo refurbishment
works and will become a new Town Hall for
Bridgend.

The Town Hall will accommodate the Council
Chamber and staff offices as well as accessible
community spaces for the residents of Bridgend.
The Council is delighted to welcome former
Evergreen Hall users to the Town Hall, where a
range of activities, classes and clubs to enrich the
lives of older and vulnerable people in Bridgend
will continue. Local residents will also have access
to room hire for local community groups.
Subsequently this move will free up the first floor of
Carnegie House which will be used as a flexible
Heritage Space in the town centre to host local as
well as travelling exhibitions.
We look forward to sharing further details of this
exciting project later in the year.
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TOWN COUNCIL BUSINESS
Decisions about Town Council
business are taken at public
meetings of the Council. Although
the Town Council buildings are
currently closed to the public, the
Council has adapted to life in the
pandemic. Office staff are
currently working from home
whilst the Outdoor Maintenance
Team are working individually to
continue to deliver essential
services throughout our wards.
Council meetings are now
taking place remotely. The
public are welcome to view
these meetings online. The
meeting agenda’s and links
to the remote meetings can
be found on our website
www.bridgendtowncouncil.gov.uk

YOUR TOWN MAYOR
Traditionally the Town Mayor is
elected in May for one year only.
At the start of the pandemic,
Councillor Alan Wathan was

approaching the end of a busy
and successful year as Mayor.
To maintain continuity in very
uncertain times, Alan agreed to

Outgoing Mayor Cllr. Alan Wathan with newly elected Mayor Cllr. Steven Bletsoe
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extend his term as Mayor until
January 2021. During his time
as Mayor, Alan supported many
local organisations and events
throughout the town and raised
money for his chosen charity
Friends of Heronsbridge, which
is close to his heart.
The Town Council would like to
thank Alan for his support and
dedication throughout his
extended time as Mayor and
would now like to introduce the
new Town Mayor Councillor
Steve Bletsoe, who after serving
alongside Alan as Deputy
Mayor, was elected on the 25th
January. Mayor Bletsoe has
appointed his wife, Councillor
Freya Bletsoe as his Mayoress
for his Mayoral Term and will be
supported by Deputy Mayor,
Councillor Tim Wood.
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LIFE DURING LOCKDOWN
Throughout the year, Bridgend Town Council
usually delivers a diverse range of events and
activities for local residents. These typically include
a programme of events and classes at Carnegie
House Arts Centre, co-ordination of the annual
Wartime Bridgend event in the town centre, a Light
Festival in Newbridge Fields, Remembrance
events at the War Memorial and Christmas
activities. Sadly, in 2020 many of these events had
to be cancelled.

Gardening Guru Terry Walton

of three performances from local String group
Bridge Strings and free Calligraphy workshops.
One of the most successful online classes has
been our weekly Mindfulness session with Ali Cingi
on Facebook, which has provided a much-needed
escape from the stresses of lockdown life.

In 2020, the Town Council instead provided a range
of alternative celebrations and commemorations
for national events like VE Day, VJ Day and
Remembrance whilst many of our community art
and wellbeing classes moved online.
Our online events included an informative interview
and Q&A with gardening guru Terry Walton, a series

As a community we have faced some of the most
challenging times since the Second World War,
however, with the roll out of the Covid-19 vaccine
this year, there is finally a light at the end of the
tunnel.
Our online classes can be found on the Carnegie
House Facebook page and we can’t wait to
welcome you back to Carnegie House as soon as
we can!

COMMUNITY PROJECT: Who Is Bridgend? Pwy yw Penybont?
In March 2020, our Arts Council for Wales funded
project Who is Bridgend? Pwy yw Penybont?
was launched with Artist in Residence Claire
Hiett. We managed to hold one workshop in
Carnegie House before lockdown, after which,
the whole project moved online. The aim of the
project was to celebrate local townspeople. The
project has had far-reaching benefits summed
up here by one participant:

If you would like to view this project, have a look
at our Who is Bridgend? Pwy yw Penybont?
Facebook page.

“For myself, as well as many other people, art is
a form of therapy. In this age of Mindfulness
there has to be a place for excellent projects like
Who is Bridgend? it lifts spirits and brings people
together from all walks of life.”
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BRIDGEND
COMMUNITY
QUILT PROJECT
During lockdown the Town
Council supported the
Bridgend Community Quilt
Project run by local artist
Melissa Bevan. This fantastic
project was run via a
Facebook Group and inspired
people in Bridgend to get
making, sharing their talents
and creativity with the
community.

IMPROVING YOUR LOCAL AREA

During the pandemic, our Outdoor Maintenance Team worked
hard within the wards, continuing to provide the regular dog
waste collection service from the 33 bins managed by Bridgend
Town Council and carrying out a range of general maintenance
work to improve your local area.

Each square will be sewn
together by Melissa into a
large Community Quilt, which
will be displayed at Carnegie
House when the building
reopens.
There is always room for one
more square, so if you would
like to contribute please go to
Facebook
#bridgendcommunityquilt

GREEN LINKS
BRIDGEND
PROJECT
The Town Council are
collaborating with Green Links
Bridgend to raise awareness
of the local environment
through creativity and art.
Free creative workshops are
available online, for more
information go to the
Facebook page for Green
Links Bridgend or Carnegie
House.
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TOILETS IN THE INDOOR MARKET
Bridgend Town Council have provided £10,000 towards the
development of new toilet facilities in Bridgend Indoor Market.
The project has been a
collaboration between
Bridgend Market Traders
Association, Bridgend Town
Council, Bridgend County
Borough Council and The
Rhiw Shopping Centre.
The opening hours are:
Monday to Wednesday
9am - 3pm
Thursday to Saturday
9am - 4pm

Mayor Cllr. Alan Wathan and
Gordon Woodbridge, Chair of
Bridgend Market Traders Association
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COMING UP IN 2021…
We plan to open a new
Bridgend Town Hall at
Sunnyside

We hope to welcome the
public back to art, culture
& well-being classes at
Carnegie House

We will provide floral
displays in the town
centre

We will continue with the Blue
Plaque Scheme to recognise
significant contributions,
commemorate notable
people, places and events

We will introduce a new
Tree planting scheme and
wildflower areas

We will install new
Community Notice Boards
in the wards

We will develop a new
Town Council website to
improve communications
with local residents

We will refurbish finger
post signs in the Town
Centre

We hope to reinstate
town centre events
when restrictions are lifted

GRANTS FOR LOCAL ORGANISATIONS
Did you know that Bridgend Town Council considers grants to local voluntary and community groups?
The grant scheme aims to support projects that strengthens the community and the environment within
the Bridgend Town Council wards.
The Town Council normally consider grant applications twice a year. Further information regarding the
grant scheme policy and application form can be found on our website.
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STAY ALERT TO COVID-19

ALLOTMENTS

Please play your part in protecting yourselves,
your family and your community from Covid-19 in
the months ahead and follow Welsh Government
guidelines:

The Town Council provide and manage five
allotment sites in Bridgend:

STAY AT HOME AND WORK
FROM HOME IF YOU CAN

WASH OR SANITISE YOUR
HANDS REGULARLY

WEAR A FACE COVERING
WHERE REQUIRED
STAY 2 METRES FROM ANYONE
YOU DO NOT LIVE WITH
SELF-ISOLATE IF YOU OR
ANYONE IN YOUR HOUSEHOLD
HAS SYMPTOMS AND IF YOU
HAVE SYMPTOMS GET A TEST

•
•
•
•
•

Great Western Allotment Site
Waunscil Avenue Allotment Site
Dunraven Allotment Site
Jubilee Allotment Site
Coychurch Road Allotment Site

Demand for allotments is high and as such, the
Council manages a waiting list for plots. There are
currently over 100 people on the waiting list.
Tenancy agreements are offered on an annual
basis and allotments are usually inspected on a
regular basis to ensure the sites are maintained to
a high standard.
Unfortunately due to the pandemic, some tenants
could not cultivate their plots last year. We are
currently working with tenants to discuss these
difficulties and will offer vacant plots to the next
person on the waiting list as soon as a plot
becomes available.

You can book a test online at
www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test or Call 119
between the hours of 7am to 11pm (calls are
free). If you need medical advice about your
symptoms contact the 111 online coronavirus
service or your GP if you feel your symptoms
aren’t improving or you need further advice.

NEWS IN YOUR AREA
Evergreen Magazine - O’r Galon
From the Heart is a free monthly magazine
produced by Evergreen, a charity supporting
older and isolated residents of Bridgend
County. Full of activities, wellbeing tips and
support information, the publication is available
via email or it can be delivered to your house.
If you would like to receive a copy,
please contact Karen Steadman,
Development Officer on Tel: 07470 895 820
or email: evergreenhallbridgend@gmail.com
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BRIDGEND FOOD BANK
Bridgend Food bank has now moved to
Hope Baptist Church, Station Hill,
Bridgend, CF31 1EA. This is accessed via the
Derwen Road entrance.
For further information please contact
01656 858713 or
email info@bridgend.foodbank.org.uk
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YOUR COUNCILLORS
The Councillors within Bridgend Town Council are elected to represent the views of the local electorate
and provide, maintain and develop services and local initiatives, to improve the quality of life of local
residents.

Morfa Ward
Cllr. Stuart Baldwin - Welsh Labour
07787687457
Sbaldwin73@gmail.com

Cllr. Stuart Charles - Independent
07956160282
Stuart.charles@hotmail.co.uk

Cllr. Steven Bletsoe (Town Mayor) - Independent Cllr. Ceri Evans - Independent
07393 404496
07507 731252
cerievansmorfatc@gmail.com
cllrstevenbletsoe@gmail.com
Cllr. Nicole Burnett - Welsh Labour
07773050830
Nicoleburnett4morfa@gmail.com

COUNCILLOR
VACANCY

Newcastle Ward
Cllr. Steven Easterbrook - Independent
07535 059915
cllr.steveneasterbrook@gmail.com

Cllr. Carolyn Webster - Welsh Conservative Party
07743574786
carolynwebster@ymail.com

Cllr. Robbie Thomas - Welsh Labour
07368 196477
rupret_1@hotmail.com

Cllr. Tim Wood (Deputy Mayor) - Independent
07768095035
Cllr_timwood@hotmail.com

Cllr. David Unwin - Independent
01656 750030

Cllr. Chris Woodman - Independent
07813 128927
woodmantiger@gmail.com

Cllr. Alan Wathan - Independent
07895389112
a_wathan@sky.com

Oldcastle Ward
Cllr. Angela Morelli - Welsh Labour
07597933833
angelamorelli@gmail.com

Cllr. Freya Bletsoe - Independent
C/O bridgend.tc@bridgend.gov.uk

Cllr. Matthew Voisey - Welsh Conservative Party
01656 768228 07866452412
Matthew.voisey@amv-services.co.uk

Cllr. Ian Williams - Independent
07398 571396
williamstiberius@aol.com

Cllr. Lyn Walters - Welsh Conservative Party
Lyn.walters@googlemail.com

COUNCILLOR
VACANCY

7

www.bridgendtowncouncil.gov.uk | 01656 815757 |

@bridgendtowncouncil

TOWN COUNCIL STAFF
The Town Council’s affairs are managed by
an appointed Town Clerk who is supported by
a Deputy Town Clerk/Responsible Finance
Officer and a team of part-time managers,
administrators and manual staff.

Your Town Clerk is
Mrs Leanne Edwards
bridgend.tc@bridgend.gov.uk
You can also write to us at:

Bridgend Town Council
Carnegie House,
Wyndham Street,
Bridgend, CF31 1EF

HAVE YOUR SAY
The Town Council really want this newsletter to be valuable for you so please, share your feedback and
suggestions to help us improve.
You can do this by contacting the Town Clerk directly or you can complete the online survey at
www.bridgendtowncouncil.gov.uk
If you have a subject matter or project in your community that you would like to see included in a future
issue of this newsletter please contact our Community Engagement Manager, Sharlene Lewis:
carnegiehouse@bridgend.gov.uk

You can also keep up-to-date with news from the Town Council and local matters on our social
media pages:

Bridgend Town Council

Carnegie House Arts Centre

Carnegie House

Carnegie House

This newsletter is also available in English and Welsh online at www.bridgendtowncouncil.gov.uk
If you would like to receive a hard copy of the newsletter in Welsh please email
bridgend.tc@bridgend.gov.uk with your name and address and a hard copy can be posted to you.
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