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PERIODIC REVIEW OF EMPTY RETAIL & BUSINESS PREMISES AND ALLIED 
TOWN CENTRE ISSUES. 

EMPTY PREMISES 

Members will note that there has been a small but welcome 
improvement in the level of empty premises; down from 28% at the 
previous survey to 24% now. 

The past three surveys were carried out - a) just prior 
to announcement of first lockdown pre-COVID; b) the interim 
period after first full re-opening; c) last week giving businesses 
a full opportunity to re-open after recent lockdown. 

Whilst the small trend is hopeful, trading is still patchy 
and undoubtedly some further closures are a distinct possibility. 
The accompanying news article paints a very disturbing national 
picture of small independents business debt and it remains to 
be seen what further help they may receive from public funds. 

A recent survey of 1,000 UK Town Centres gives 'High Street 
Vitality' rankings by leading business analysts Harper Dennis 
Hobbs places Chepstow at no. 997 in the listing with Cardigan 
just above. For comparison, I am seeking where Bridgend appears 
in the listing. 

It is clear that the utmost effort must be made to promote 
shopping locally and our local businesses are to be applauded 
for the dogged efforts made to keep going under extreme trading 
circumstances. 

BRIDGEND TRADERS FORUM & ROLE OF TOWN CENTRE MANAGER 

I attended the first meeting of the Traders Forum last 
Thursday which has not met or functioned properly for a couple 
of years due mainly to the pandemic. 

There was clearly enthusiasm from those twn members in 
attendance to do everything possible to bounce back, but 
unanimous concern was expressed as to the role of the BCBC Town 
Centre Manager in what should be a high profile joint effort. 

Several members stated they did not know who the officer 
was and had never received a visit at their premises to discuss 
issues. Quite what was being done to assist businesses and 
promote the Town to the wider world was unclear and there needed 
to be far more regular contact made if the situation was to a 
progress further. 

It is known the Town Centre Manager has a current budget 
~f ju~t £36,000 which has to cover combined promotional efforts 
in Bridgend, Porthcawl & Maesteg. This would appear totally 
inadequate in the current circumstances and should be urgently 
reviewed by BCBC to tap into the extra WG emergency funding that 
has been supplied to councils. 
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Traders also stressed the need to have an early announcement 
by October of the arrangements for free car parking promotions 
for the Christmas period which will be even more crucial this 
year. 

BRIDGEND BUS STATION & SERVICES 

Bus provision to and.from Bridgend has recently been 
reviewed by the bus companies - and increased - most importantly 
some evening services have been re-introduced. 

A summary of last buses from Bridgend is attached for 
reference. 

There are still gaps in some services but the additions 
are welcome to assist in the promotion of the evening economy 
in Bridgend Town. 

It remains a concern that opening times for the Bus Station 
remain unchanged (Mon-Sat 9am to 6pm; & Sundays 10am to 4pm) 
with many travellers before and after those hours having to 
stand outside in all weathers. With the advent of dark evenings 
and colder weather - not to mention no access to the toilet 
facilities - it is to be hoped there will be an immediate review 
of opening times for the comfort of passengers. 

Previous times of opening were (Mon-Sat 7am to 8pm; & 
Sundays 10am to 7pm) and it is hoped these can be restored in 
full which is a further promotion of Bridgend Town facilities. 

Cllr. David Unwin 
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· THE High street faces a tsunami of 
closures after debt at ln~epend-
e~ enterprises rocket~ ftve-fold 
to £2:4bn JiHhe pancfemTc.-~ -

A report commissioned by 
fonner Iceland chief executive BIii 
Grlrnsey warped of• 'a significant 

-number of business failures' as gov-. 
emment support Is withdrawn. 

l'l:!POrt found that the 68,000 
small Independent retailers.have 
seen their collectlve debt rise 
from £250m to £1.23bn since the' 
start of the pandemic. 

Another 56,000smaH Independent. 
hospitality flnns have Increased 

· their. debt from·£190m·to f8A10m, 
·W,.lle borrowings .at ·20,000 hair 
ani11,beauty businesses have rock_:, 
eted from £50m to £300m. The 

'· report said small businesses were 
' foN:ed to take on debt they C!8Uld ' 

not afford to survive, which ls,'tan'-
tamount to Irresponsible lending'. 

Grlmsey said: 'We've alrea'dy: 
seen the carnage of the fallurelof' 
the bigger companies. Now ~r· 
Independents are struggling to 
manage.a mountain of debt and 
need h~lp.' ; 

AJ:o4nd 200,000Jo~were lost In 
the sector last year, with another 
200,000 expected to go this year 
as 29,000 shops shut for•good. 

The report said the Government 
wlll 'move heaven a·nd earth' to 
rescue some Industries, but retail 
has been left to go to th_e wall. 
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LAST BUSES FROM BRIDGEND 

t:HHi~AX t o SATURDAYS SUNDAYS 
Ro ute Time Des t inations 

69 6.30pm Cefn Glas Estate NIL 
404 6.50pm Pontypridd NIL 
It 8.45pm Talbot Green 6.15pm 

172 7.55pm Aberdare 7.55pm 
Xl 8.00pm Port Talbot NIL 
65 8.00pm Heol-y-Cyw NIL 
73 8.10pm Blaengarw NIL 
63 8.20pm Porthcawl via Pyle 5.35pm 
74 8.30pm Nantymoel 5.30pm 
X2 9.50pm Cowbridge/Cardiff 10.25pm 
70 10.20pm Maesteg/Cymmer 7.00pm 
X2 10.50pm Porthcawl (Direct) 8.10pm 
303 10.55pm Llantwit Major 8.55pm 
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